
































 

the Pacific Tsunami Warning Center. An 
exhibit will be prepared for the Tsunami 
Pavilion of the Marine Expo, in Tokyo. 

VISITING SCIENTISTS 
COMPLETE TRAINING 

International Tsunami 
Information Center 

COORDINATION WITH CSIRO 
At the 1989 South Pacific Forum in Tarawa, 

the Prime Minister of Australia announced 
that Australia would fund a core project over 
the next five years to monitor aspects of cli- 
matic change, related to the Greenhouse 
Effect. The total cost of this project was esti- 
mated at $6.25 million. 

This commitment was made following a 
feasibility study completed in May 1989 by  
the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial 
Research Organization (CSIRO) through its 
Australian Marine Science and Technology 
Project Office (AMSAT) on behalf of the Aus- 
tralian International Development Assistance 
Bureau (AIDAB). 

The feasibility study recommended that 
one station be established in each of Cook 
Islands, Fiji, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Nauru, 
Papua New Guinea, Solomon Islands, Tonga, 

 

through hosting and coordinating local
arrangements, contributed greatly to the suc-
cess of the Workshop. 

As of March 19, 1990, Mr. Bartolome 
Bautista and Mr. Hernan Vergara, from the 
Philippines and Chile respectively, completed 
a 4-week Visiting Scientist Training Program 
at ITIC, and PTWC. The training these visit- 
ing scientists received was comprehensive, 
encompassing all operational aspect of the 
Tsunami Warning System. In addition, the 
visiting scientists had a thorough introduc- 
tion on all aspects of the tsunami problem, 
and worked on specific problems related to 
tsunami warning in their own country and 
on improvements of communications. 

The ITIC training program has been 
very successful, and has been made 
possible through the generous financial 
support of the Intergovern- 
mental Oceanographic Commission. 

PLANNING FOR SURF 90 
Mr. Minoru Watanabe, head of an 

independent consulting firm in 
urban planning visited ITIC earlier 
this year for the purpose of collecting 
information for an open pavilion 
dedicated to the theme of tsunami, at 
the planned Marine Expo for 1990, 
called "Surf 90." Mr. Watanabe coor- 
dinated his visit with the Director of 
ITIC. A filming crew, visited and pho- 
tographed the facilities at ITIC and at 
 

Mr. Bartolome Bautista (philippines) and Mr. Hernan Vergara (Chile) 
pose with Chairman ITSU, Mr. Richard Hagemeyer and Director ITIC, 
Dr. George Pararas-Carayannis following presentation of diplomas for 
completion of the ITIC Visiting Scientists program. L. to R.: 
H. Hagemeyer, B. Bautista, H. Vergara, G. Pararas-Carayannis 
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Tuvalu, Vanuatu, and Western Samoa. An 
agreement is being sought from the Govern- 
ments concerned for their participation in the 
project. 

AMSAT has been retained to undertake the 
design stage of the project, and during the  
next two months a design team of three peo-  
ple will visit the countries concerned to iden- 
tify suitable sites for the installation of sea  
level monitoring devices. This will involve  
site inspections and discussions with relevant 
local organizations. 

As part of the overall project, Professor  
Geoff Lennon, who heads the study, visited 
Honolulu for a second time on 19 February 
1990 on behalf of AIDAB to discuss relevant 
issues ensuring compatibility of the project  
with other environment and natural resource 
projects of a regional nature in the Pacific  
and compatibility with international meteo- 
rological and sea level monitoring systems. 

While in Honolulu, Professor Lennon visit- 
ed with Mr. Richard Hagemeyer, ICG/ITSU 
Chairman and Dr. George Pararas-Carayannis, 
Director of ITIC, and was informed of nation- 
al and international efforts for sea level moni-
 

Recent ITIC visitors from USSR - Dr. Yuri Yevtodiev and Dr. 
Alexander Poplavsky with Dr. G. Pararas-Carayannis and his 
son, George, at Honolulu Airport. 

 

A television crew of NHK Japan Broadcast-
ing Corporation, led by Program Director, Mr.
Nobu-Yuki Sakanaka, visited ITIC on April 26 
and interviewed extensively, Dr. G. Pararas-
Carayannis, Director of ITIC, on tsunami pro-
tection methods in Hawaii, and particularly,
for the city of Hilo. NHK is preparing a spe-
cial television program in which certain
analogies are shown on effects of tsunami dis-
aster in Hilo, Hawaii and in Sendai, Japan.
Sendai is a coastal city which has been exten-
sively damaged by tsunamis, and particularly, 
by the 1960 Chilean tsunami. Since 1960
extensive seawalls have been constructed
along the vulnerable coastal areas of Sendai
to protect its population. Unfortunately, since
1960, and without proper planning, develop-
ment has taken place along the coastal areas 
outside these protective walls. It is feared, and
justifiably so, that a future tsunami could be
devastating to such developments and will
result in great loss of life. Authorities in Japan

have been unable to convince inhabitants 
in this danger areas of the need to relo- 
cate. It is hoped that this special NHK tele- 
vision program, by drawing analogies 
between Hawaii and Japan on their respec- 
tive tsunami vulnerabilities, will have a 
positive impact on the population in the 
danger zones and will emphasize the need 
for improved tsunami preparedness in 
Sendai and elsewhere. Following the film- 
ing and ITIC interview, the NHK crew vis- 
ited the Pacific Tsunami Warning Center 
(PTWC) and completed its filming and 
interviews with Mr. Gordon Burton and 
the rest of the staff. ITIC provided NHK 
with videotapes depicting tsunami experi- 
ments and tsunami effects for possible 
inclusion in the NHK program. 

toring in the South Pacific in support of
national regional Tsunami Warning Centers.

NHK VISIT 
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